
 
 
 

 
PAE STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR WEB BASED FORMAT 
 

The Program Assessment Exam (PAE) is a standardized tool, which allows surgical technology program faculty 
and staff to measure the knowledge you, as a student, acquired while attending the surgical technology program.  
Although this test may identify personal areas of strength or weakness, it is not intended to be a practice for the 
national certification exam. 
 
Please pay careful attention to the instructions and directions your instructor will review before the beginning 
exam. Be sure to ask any questions that you may have before the exam begins as you will not have the 
opportunity to ask them during the exam.  .  In case you need to take a bathroom break, raise your hand and  the 
instructor will minimize the computer screen and maximize it upon your return.  All personal articles must be 
left with the instructor when you enter the room to take the exam.  If you have technical difficulties, please 
notify the instructor immediately. 
 
At the conclusion of all verbal instructions and questions the instructor will give you the password in order to 
enter the exam.  The instructions must be exactly followed: 
 

1. Go to www.astpae.org 
 

 
 

2. Click on Enter PAE Web Based Testing Area as shown in the above picture between the 2 red arrows. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3. Type the 4 digit school identification number, a dash, and the last 4 digits of your Social Security 
Number (arrow (a) below) (for example: 1234-5678). 

 

 
 

4. Type the password in lower case letters (For example:  “password” as shown in the above picture 
(arrow (b)). 

5. Click on Begin as shown in the example below: 
 

 
 

6. Click on the answer to each question.  If for some reason the computer malfunctions please start back at 
step 1. 

7. Click the arrow to move to the next question or back to the previous question. 
8. When finished, click “cover” button at the bottom left of the  screen and the following screen will 

appear: 
 

 



9. Click Finish and Display Results.   
10. Click on Mastery (shown in the picture below) and your results (grade) will be displayed.  You may 

print out your results.  
 

 
 

 
Once you have finished the exam raise your hand and obtain permission from the instructor to leave the exam 
area.  Please be sure to take your personal items with you. 


